
 The Christmas Tree 

 Our family is blessed to live in a big, beautiful, and unique house that we built ourselves with 
 the help of family and many friends and businesses.  In our new home there is a space that is 
 open between floors with the highest point from floor to ceiling being about 20 feet.  While we 
 were still building the house the kids had asked if we could get a tree that big.  Of course, I 
 told them yes!  Who wouldn’t want a tree that big?  I told them we would get a 16 foot tree for 
 Christmas.  Well, as in any construction process there are delays and problems that come up. 
 It was a week before Christmas 2017 and due to those delays and the problems that came 
 up, we were struggling to even be able to move in by Christmas let alone celebrate Christmas 
 in our new home.  The last thing on my mind, I completely forgot, was getting a Christmas 
 tree, of any size. 
 Joey and his father Don are two of those friends and business owners that had been helping 
 us.  Throughout the winter they were the ones taking care of making sure our long, steep, 
 and winding driveway was plowed and sanded so we could get up to the house to continue 
 the construction.  Plowing our driveway is not easy but they made sure it was clear. 
 Up to this point everything that they had done had been within the scope of their business 
 and expertise.  However, there is one thing that stands out above all the rest.  Something so 
 simple and to many it may seem small.  It was neither simple nor small to us. 
 Joey and his son delivered us a Christmas tree.  I saw them coming up our driveway as we 
 were about to leave for the day.  I asked him jokingly,  “  Hey Joey, do you know you have a 
 huge tree in your truck?”  He said he did and that he was hoping that we would not be there 
 because he just wanted to drop and go.  I asked him why he did this, and this is what he said: 

 “  I was sitting in my house watching TV with my son,  I said to him get up we are going 
 to get a Christmas tree.”  His son replied, ‘We already have a Christmas tree.’  It’s not 
 for us, it’s for a customer.” 

 So, they went to a place where you cut your own tree.  They took the time to find just the right 
 tree and they cut it down.  His son exclaimed “this is the biggest Christmas tree we’ve ever 
 cut down.”  They paid for it and loaded it into the truck.  On the way over to our house his son 
 was a little confused. He said to his father, 

 “So, we just cut, paid for, and are delivering a tree to a stranger?” Joey said, “no son 
 we are bringing it to a customer. You see they have been working very hard trying to 
 move into their new home for a year now and I know they won’t have time to go get a 
 tree. They’ve had some trouble along the way, and we can help them out even in this 
 small way.” 

 Joey knew that we were working hard and long days in the cold to get the house ready to 
 celebrate our first Christmas there and that we did not have time to get a tree.  He also 
 remembered we could fit a very large tree, up to 18 feet.  He brought us a 16 foot tree which 
 just happened to be the size I promised my family. This was the greatest thing Joey did for us 
 because  he responded to the heart of God  . 
 God gives each of us the opportunity to make a gift of ourselves to benefit others.  It is for us 
 to recognize and respond as Joey did. 
 p.s. I measured the tree…..16 feet exactly! 
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